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51 Here proteſt before theSearcher of all hearte, 
Fe that I have no End, either of Faction, or 
2 Relation in this enſuing Treatiſe. I am no 

ST Papiſt, no Sectarie but a true Lover of Re- 
= formation and Peace : My Pen declines all 

bitterneſſe of Spirit , all deceitfulneſſe of heart , and, I 
may ſafely, in this particular, with Saint P AU L, ſay, 
Tſpeak the truth in Chriſt and lye not, my Con- 
ſcience bearing me witneſle in the holy Ghoſt, 
that I neither walke nor write in craftineſſe, nor 
handle the holy Scriptures deceirfully : Therefore 
if thy Cauſe be Feſus Chriſt , in the name of Feſus 
Chriſt, 1 adjure thee to lay aſide all wilfull ignorance, all 
prejudice,all privateReſpetts and Intereſts,and all uncha- 
, 748able cenſures: Dealt faithfully with thy Sonl,and Jufer 
W/704E- 


READER, 


wholeſome 4dmonitions : Search the ſeverall Scriptures 
herein contayned, and where they open 4 Gate,climbe nos 
thog over 4 Stile: Conſult with Reaſon, herein exerci7'd, 
and where it findes a month, find thou an eare : And let 
Truth proſper thouzh « 7 "Lg ; aud let God be glorifi- 


ed, although in thy Confuſion. 


, ”. 
» - >>, 


Pw ag 11 Kingdome of England, that hath for many 
= Ages contired the happieſt Nation on the 
Y habitable earth, enjoying the higheſt bleſſings 

that heaven can give , orearth receive; the 

frwtion of the Goel, which fetled a firme 

Peace z which Peace occalion'd a full Plemtie, 
ander the gracious Government of wife and famous Prixces , 
over a thriving and well-contented Peop/e, intomuch that ſhee 
became the Earths Paradiſe, and the Worlds Wonder , is now 
the Nurcery of all SefFs ; her Peace 1s violated ; her Plenty 
waſting ; her Government diltempered , her People dilconten. 
red, and unnaturally embroyld m her oyne B/ood,, not knoy- 
ing the way, nor afteQting the meanes to Peace, Inſomuch that 
ſhe 1s now become the By-word of the Earth, and the ſcorxe of 
Narions. 

The Caſe and Ground oftheſe our Nationall Combuſitons, 
ace theſe our nationall T7anſoreſſions, wiuch unraturally foruns 
{rom the neglect of that Truth we once had,and trom the abule 
of that Peace we now want : Which, raking occaſion of ſome 
difterences betwixt His 2fajeſtre and His rwo Houles of Par- 
liament, hath divided our Kingdowe within it felte, which had 
fo divided it ſelfe from that God , who bleſt it with ſo firme a 
Truth, io fetled a Peace, and fo feet an #mitze, 


B As 


(2 
As that finne brovghit this diviſion,fo this divition (ſharpened 
- with mutual] Jealoulies) brought in. the Sword. 


When the Lyon roates,who  trembles not? And when Juage- 
-»zents thunder, yho is not troubled ? 

Among the reſt, I (who brought ſome Faogors to this Cory 
buſtton ) liood, altoniſhe, and arrazed; to whom the rmiſchiefe 
was farre more manifelt then the Remedy : Art latt, I laid my 
hand upon my heatr; and concluded, /t was the hind of God; 
Where being plunder ed in my underſtanding, Tbecantomake 
a ſcrutiny, where the fir{t Breach was made, that let in all theſe 
M1: ſeries, 

I found the whole Kinedome now contracted into a Parlia- 
»eit, Which confilted of three Eftates; A King, a Houle of 
Peeres, and a Houle of Commons ; by the wiſdome and Unity 
whereof, all things conducible ro the Weale-publique, were to 
be aiviſed upon, preſented, and eſtablithed. 

1 tound this Xziry di{-joynted, and orowne to variance eyen 
10 Blood - The K7rg.and his Adberems on the one party ; atid 
his two Hoſes and their Adherents on the other. 

The pretence of this diviſion, was the true Proteſtant Religion, 
vwhich both proteſted ro maintaine 3 the /rberty .of the Subjett, 
which both proteſted to prefer ve;the priveledges of Parliament, 
which both promule to proteQ ; Yet,nevertheleſke, the fir ne. 
ver more profaned; the ſecond never more ncreupted;rhe third 
never more Vlolated. 

Standing amazed at this Kidde, T turned mine eyes upon is: 
Majeſty; 2nd there, 1 viewed the Lords Annointed, lworne to: 
maintaine the eliabliſhed Lawe: of this Kingdom : I turned: 
mine eyes upon the to Houſes; and,in them, I beheld the 7» 
zereſt of my Counttey, ſworne to obey tus 2ajeſty as their lit, 
preme Governoare: 

I heard a R cmenfiranc cryed from the two Hoyſes:I read it; 
I approved it; 1 inclined unto 1t : A Declaration from fiis I1a- 
 jeſty ; 1 reaz 1t; Iapplanded 1t; 1adhered to the julinefle of it: 

The Parliaments Anſwer; 1 turned tothe Parliament: His Ma- 
gelties Reply;: ] returned to his AZajefty. 


Thus roftand turned as a Weatherceck, to my own weakneſſe, 
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I' reſolyed it impoſhble to ſerve. two Aafters. 

I fled to Reaſon;Realon could nor fatisfie me: I fled to Py. 
licy;Policy conld not relolve me: Ar length, finding no Councel 
lour,but that which fir{t I ſhouid have ſoneht;I hyed me to the 
Book of God,as the Great Oracle,8& uſhering my Inquet? yich 
Prayer and Huml:ation, I opened the ſacred leaves, which (not 
by chance)preſented to my firlt eye.the 20 of the Proverbs,v.2, 
The feare of a King is a4 the roarmy of a Lyon, and who ſo pre. 
voreth him to Anger, franeth avainſt his owne ſoule. 

Now I began to ſearch,and founq as many places to that pur. 
poſe,as would ſell this Sheet into a Yo/aume ; 1o that ina ve« 
ry ſhort ſpace , 1 was fo ſurmthed with fach firict Preceprs , 
backt with fuch {trong Examples, that my Judgement Was en- 
lightned,and my wavering Coſciexce ſo throughly convinced, 
chat by the Grace of that Power which directed me, neither 
Feare, nor aty By-reſpetts ſhall ever hereafter remove me, un- 
lefle fome clearer light direct me. 

But above all the Reſt, a Precept and at Example out of the 
Old TeStament (frongly confirmed by a Precepr and an Ex- 
anjple out of the New) fetled my opintonand eftabliſhed my 
Reſolution. © 

The firſt Precept out of the Old, Feremy 27. v. 6. Where it Pre, x, 
pleaſed God to owne Nebuchadynezzar his ſervant, (although a 
knowne Pagar, a profelſt 7dolater, and a fierce Perſecuter of all 
Gods Children) concerrung whom he faith, v. 8. They that 
ferve not the King of Babylon, and that will not put their necks 
under his Yoake, 1 will pumſh them with the Sword, Famine ,and 
the Peftilencetill I have conſumed them.v.g. Therefore hearken 
not to your Divmers and Prophetsthat ſay unto you, Tor ſhall not 
ſerve the King of Babylon , for they propheſic a lhe unto you, 
V. 10, But the nations that ſhall ſerve the King of Babylon and 
bring their necks under hrs Yoake,thoſe will I let remainin their 
owne land,(ſaith the Lord)and they ſhall till it,and dwel therein 

Can there be a ſtricter Precept ? or could there be a mote im- 
pious Prince : And yet this Precept , and yet this Price mult 
be obeyed : ray , ſx6 para too; Upon the paine of Gods high 

wiath,fully expreſt in Famize, Sword, and Peſirlence, not onely 
B 2 upon 


(4) 
zpon the People, but npon the Prie#ts allo, that ſhall petfivade 
rhem wo diſebeazerce, x 

The ſecond Precept is enjoyned us out of the New Teifanemn, 
Rom. 1 3. 1. Let every ſoule be ſubjett to the higher Powers, for 
there is no Power bat of Godz the Powers that be,are ordared of 
God : Whoſoever therefore reſiſteth the Power reſiſteth the Or- 
dinance of God, and they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves 
damnation,This Power (this King ) to whom S. Pau! comman- 
deth this ſubjeRion;was Vero, the bloody petiecuror of all that 
honoured the bleſked Name of 7eſ/zs Chriſf. 

Gods Command ſhould bea ſufficient Argument,'Avrd;ien is 
enough : Burt when he adds a Reaſor too, heanſvers all Obje- 
&rons : But: when he threatens a puniſhment (no lefſe then 
damnation) upon the reſiſtance thereof, he hath uted allmeanes - 
to perſwade a zeceſſity of obedience. 

Let every ſoxle be ſubject.) 

Not equall, muci leffe ſuperiour. And what 1s taking vp of 
Armes, hut an implyed impoſition of at leaſt equality ? What - 
are the hopes of Conqueſt, but an Ambition of: Swperiority ? 
What is conderyung,judging,or depoſing but Szpremacy? For | 
it 1s againſt the zatzre of an Inferiour tro condemne, judee, or 
depole a Snperiour. 

Andleſt the Rebellious ſhould confine his obedience to a good . 
Prince, the next words reply, | 

For there ts no Power but of Gag. 

Power m it ſe{fe,1s neither good nor ewill, bur as it is iz fub- 
jetto,the perſor3If an evill King, an evillPoxer;It a good Kino, 
2 good Power : God ſends the one inmercy, and we mult be 
ſubject; the other 1n wgdement , and we mult be fahjeR : In 
ihings lawtull, aff:vely; inthings unlawful, paſſively : Ifa goo] 
King,he mult have our prazſe,and our plyance ; It an evill King, 
he mult haye our Prayers, and our Patience. 

He that refiſts the Power (whether good or evill, forall power - 
is of God) reſiſts an Ordinance of God, (Ordinances of men are 
not refifted without ruine Jad whoſoever re/ſteth fhall recerve, 
but What ? apiua daun;, damnation to themſelves, 

Now, compare this place wich that.1 Cor. 11, 29. He that 


ſhat 


(5) 
ſhall eate this Bread, aud drink this Cup of the Lord unworthity, 
cateth and drinketh, What ? xgiuae $aump, damnation to himſele. 

Itthen there be proportion betwixt the Sm ani the Prniſh- 

»ext,you way hereby gather the haynon nes of drſobedience;the 
puniſhment wherecf 15 the very lame with his that is guiity of 
the Bady & Blood of our Lord;to the one for not diſcerning the 
Lords Boiy;to the other. for not d:ſcerning the Lord; Amointed, 

TheLords 4ozzred ? And who 15 he 2 None but the Reve- Ob. 
erate: Chnitis notChri/f toany,to whom Jeius 1s not Teſs. 

Gods Word antivers your filly ObjeQtion, not I : Was not A.(. 
Sax! Gods Anointe{?Was not Cyrus CG501s Anointed, & many 1 $am.As,o, 
more whom God acknowledges fo and yet wicked Kings ? 

Corus is mine Anointed, yet he hath rot kx.0:vae me. 

The firſt Example for our Obedience the Old Teftamem Examm/? 1. 

xoOPORS tO OUT LMNILation, Da. 3-16. Nebac.:a i227 the King 
of Babylon ets up a golden Image:S hadrech 11 eſhach, and A. 
bedneg? were commanded to fall done and Worſhip it. 
The King, a known? P.1gan , commanis groſfle 1dolatry ; 
Did theie mencon{pire ? Or (being Rulers of the Province of 
Babel) did they invite the Jes intoa Rebellion? Did thee to 
trengthen their owne Fatoz) blatt rheir Soveraiones Name 
wvith Tyramme and Pagariſme ? Did they endeavour by Scan- 
dals,and impions Aſperſions, to render him odors to his pco- 
ple ? Did they encourage their Provinces totake up Armes tor 
the defence of their Liberties or Religion? Did they ſeize up>n, 
or ſtop his Revernes?or annhalate his Power?Did they eſtrange 
rhemſelves from his Preſence ? Murther his Meſſengers, Or 
wonld they have lighted his gracious Offers? No,being called 
by their Prince,they came.and being commanded to pive att«- - 
all obedience to his lawful! commands , obſerve the nod:fty - 
of their firſt anfiver Ve are not carefull to anſwer thee in e/is Dan, 3. 19, 
atter,& being urged, mark their pions reſolution in thelecond, 
Be it knowne, O King,we will not ferve thy gods,zor worſhip the Dax, 3«18, 
golden Image which thou haſt ſet up. 

The Kino threatens the Fornace ; They yeeld their Badzesto: 
tie Fornace and fay, God whom we ſerve will delrver us out of thy Dan, 3,17.7- 
hands,& ifnot, He will deliver Thee into or hands,Tiney expes 
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deliverance rathicr in ther elle intheir a - 
all Reſiſtance, 
But they were few 11 number, and their Forces not conſide.. 
rable. 
Admut that,which all Z:fories deny. Was not God as able 
ro ſubdue 72 with fo fer as to deliver them from fo many ? 
Had their weakzcſſe leſle Reafon (tor the Caule of Gods appa- 
ret diſhonour ) to expect a mziracyloss allifiance in thoſe dayes 
of frequent Miracles, then we,a'ter fo long a ceſſation of Mira. 
cles? Gods glory will not be vindicated by #/awfull meanes, 
Or u1nwarrantable proceedings. 
I, but we take up 4rm2cs, not again(t the Kiag , but againſt 
his evill Connſellors. 
Adherents ye meane. A rare diftintion! And , tell mee ; 
whoſe power hath his Adherents ? The Kings ; By which ap. 
peares,ye take up Armes againlt the Kzgs Power ; He that re- 
ſeReth the power (it 1s not the ſaid Prince) hall receive dammna- 
tion. Againe, Where the word of a,King ts, there 15 power: God 
joyned the Ki#g and his Power, 2nd who dare ſeparate them ? 
They that take. up Arms againlt the Parliaments power (you 
fay rake up Arms againlt the Parliament;do not they then that 
take up Arms agair:{t the Kings power, by the ſame Reaſon, take 
vp Arms againſt the Kg ? Now, look back upon your intti- 
cate diftinetion, and blulh. 
Ob. But, if the King betray the Try/? repoſed in him by his Suh. 
jets, they may ſuſpend their obedience, and refiſt him. 
- 1-8 ie Kings are Cr0ds/7ceperents,and canner be compelled ro Ol ve 
Pſaic 5164 anacconpr toany, but to God. Againſt thee, againſt thee onely 
have I ſinned : That 1s,to thee, to thee onely muſt I gLVE AlN AC 
compr- Though I have tune] again(t 7riah, by my A& ; and 
acainlt my people,by my Example,yet againſt Thee have I on- 
ly enned, You cannet deprive,or limit them, inwhat you ne- 
ver cave them. God gave them their Power, and who art thou 
Provi8.15, that darelt refiſtit ? By me Kings ratgne. 


O06, But, Is Crows was ſet upon his Head by his Subjects, up 
on ſz:ch and ſuch conditions. 


Anſ, Why was the penalty, upon the faile , not expreſſed rhen ? 
Coro. 
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Coronation is but a hurnane Ceremony. And was he not Pro- 
claimed before he was crowned ? Proclatmed ? bur what ? A 
Kings ? And did nNOL YOU at the lame m{tant,by relative cone. 
quence , proclaime your ſelves $6;ets ? An ſhall Subjects 
condition with their King, or will Kinos bind them(elyes to 
zheir SubjeQs, upon the forferture of their power, aſter they 
have received their Regall Aurhorry ? * 

Bur, the King hath, by 1+, oIVEn [1s poet to his Parley 
et , and therefore \hat they doe, they doe by verte of his 
Fewer. --- 

The King, by tus ?Y+ir, gives not a2ay his powwer, but comm 
zicates it, By the vertue of which Writ,they are called a: 1-1 
Aundum & conſulendum de ardnis Re i; To treat an] adviſe 
concerning the difficuities of the Kinydome : Here ts all the 
power the ir gives them, and where they exceed, they utury 
the Kgs power, being borh againſt the Lay of God, and the 
conſtitutions of the K:gdowe. 

Well, bur im cate of neceſſity, when Religion and Lilerty lye 
ar the ſtake,the Conſtitutions of the Kingdome (lor the preſer. 
vation of the Kingdome) may utter a D:fpezſet1077. 

Admit that : Bur what neceſſity may dilpcnce with the vio- 
lation ofthe Law of God? the deviation wheretrom 15s evill an] 
Thou ſhalt doe no evill that good inay come thereon. 

But,we take not Armes againſt the King, but onely to brin» 
Delinquents tocondtene puniſhment. : 

And, who are they ? even thoſe that take up Armes for the 
King ; which,an untepealed Statute, 11.Hez. 7. acquits. Bur, 
admit Statutes may be broken, and you: ſeeke ro punith them ; 
Who gave you the poyver fo to do? The Law - And what Law 
denyes the King power to pardon Delinguents? God.that hatl1 
put power into the hand of Majetty,hath Ikewite planted Afer- 
cy in the heart of Soveratgnty ; And, wall ye take away both 
his birth-right and his Bleſſing alto? Take heed, you do nor {lt oht 
that, which one day may prove your Sanitrary. 

Bur, the King,beins a 4Z:xt Monarch, 1s boun] to his own. 
Lawes. 

There be tyyo forts of Lawes, Direrve,and Coercive; AS to 


the. 


the firſt he is only bound to wake his 4ccompt to God;!o, tothe 
tecond, he is only liable to the hand of God ; Who fhall ſay unto 
kin, What doeſÞ thou ? 

Bat, Kings nov adayes have nct fo abſolxte a power as the 
Kines mentioned in the Sctipture. . 

Who limited it? God,or Man? Man could not limit the Pow- 
er he never gave : If God; ſheiy me whete ; till then, thus ob. 
jection Is fi1yolous. | 
* But, when Kings and their affiſtants wake an offex/rve,and a 
deſtructive warre againſt their Parliaments, way they not then 
take up defer/rve Armes ? 

Al. It is no offenſive Watre for a King to endezvour the Recover 
of hs ſurrepted right; however are not the members of a Pat= 
lament Sbjetts to their Soveraigne ? If not, what are they? If 

Hefter 8,  Subjets, ought they not to be ſubject? Gods people, the /ewes, 
that were to be deſtroyed by the Kings Command, neither did 
ror durlt wake a defenſive Warre againlt h1s abuſed power, un- 

till they firſt obtained the Kings Conſent. | 

But,admut it lawſull, (though neither granted, nor warrant< 
ed) that ſub;eAs may upon ſuch tearmes make a defenſive war, 
does 1t not cute croffe the nature of a defenſive watre , to 
aſſay , purſue, and difſpoſſeſſe ? 

When you ſhot 5.peeces of Orazance, before one was returnd 
at Edce-hill, was that defenlive ? When you belieged R edding, 
which you after ſghted,was that defenſive? When ye affronted 
Baſing-houſe was that defenſive ? 

The warrantable weapons azainſt an angry King, are, Exhor- 
tation, Diſſwaſron,wiſe reproof by juchasare neateſi.to him) Fett. 
tion, Prayer,and Flight : All other weapons will at laſt wound 
them that ule them. 

The ſecon:{ Example was left us out of the New Teſtament, 
by Him that 1s the true preſident of all holy obedience, Our 
bleſſed Saunur ; whole Humility and tufterance was ſer before 
us as a Copy for all Generations to practice by. 

The temporal! kingdom of the Jewes, ſuccellively uſurpr by 
thoſe ryo heathen Princes, Auguſt-2and Tiberius, twoContem- 
poranes,was his ratarall Bith-right,deſcended ſom his Type, 


and 
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and Aurceſtor King David. Had not he as preat an [»teref} 
in that Croiwne,as we have 11 this Common.zyealth 2 Was not 
He as tender-eyed towards his own #atwrall people, as ive to 
one another ? 

Were nat the Truth as deare to Him, ( who was the very 
Truth) and the way to it as dire to Him (that was the onely 
Way) as to us ? 

Was not 4 the great Reformer? 

Had the Sword been a neceſlary {tickler m Reformation, how 
happened 1t that he miſtooke his weapon (0? In ſtead ofa Trum- 
per, he lifted up his Voice. 
| Was Plors, Policies, Propoſitions, P rophanations, Plenderings, 

Militarie Preparations, his way to Reformation ? Were they 
not. us own words, He that raketh up the ſword, ſhall periſh by 
the ſword ? Not was it want of ffrenoth,that he reforme{ not 
In a Martiall way : Conld not he command more then twelve le- 
gions of Angels ? 

Or had he pleaſed to uſe the Arme of fleſh,could not He that 
rayled the dead, rayle a conſiderable Army? Sure, S. Fohz the 
Baprift would have ventured his head upon a fairer Owarrell, 
and S. Peter drayn hs fiyord to a bloodier end; No queſtion, 
but S. Payl,the twelve Apoſtles and Diſciples would have pro- 
ved as tough Colonels as your aflociated Effex Prielis did Cap- 
zaines 3 and doubtlefle $. Peter, who converted 3000 in oze 
day,would have rayfed a ſtrong Army in /:.x. 

Our blefled Savrovr well kneiy, that Ceſar came not thither 
without divine perrrſſton; In reſpet whereof, He became obe- 
dient to the vety ſhadow of a King;and whom he actively retiſt- 
ed nor, he paſſively obeyed. 

I but there was a zeceſſiry of his obedience and ſubjeetion,rto 
make him capable of a ſhametull death. 

No hus obedience, as well as death. was voluntaric ; which 
makes you guiltie of a ſhamef#// argument. 

ButzHe was a ſingle perſon; Wea repreſentative boay - Wat 
15 unexpedient in the one,1s Jawtull in the other. 


Worſe and worſe ! If our blefled Sayiour be not Repreſenta- 


tive, Tell me whereofart thou a ember? woe be to that Body 
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pol:tick,, which endeavours not ro be conformed according in! 
He Head Aicall. | | | 
He preacht Peace; Your Martrall Miniſters (by what autho- 
ritie they beſt know) proclaime Parre : He, Obedience; They, 
Sedition : He,T ruth; They,Lyes : He,Order ; They,Confuſion : 
He, Bleſſednefſe to the Peace-makers ; They, courage to the 
Perſecutors : He, Bleſſedneſſe to the perſecuted 3 They brand 
chem with AMaliguitie that call them bleſled. 
God was nor heard in the whirlewind,but in the /Zill voice. 
Bur, his.thoughts are not as our thoughts, neither are our 
wayes like his wayes. 
Bur, whence proceeds all this ? even from a viperors Gene- 
:ation ( which hath long neſted in this unhappie Iflazd ) and 
thoſe encrealed multitudes of ſimple ſorles , leduced by their 
- ſeeming ſantitie , who taking advantage of our late too great 
abaſe of Ceremomes, are turn'd deſperate enemtes to all Oraey 
and D:ſciplize,being our of charity with the very Lords Prayer, 
becauſe 1t comes within the Popiſh Lirargie. | 
How many of theſe have lately chalenged the name of ſantl;s' 
fied Vellels, tor containing the poyſon of unnaturall Sedition ! 
How many. of theſe have uſurpt the ſtile of well-affeed, for 
diſ-aftefting Peace / How many of theſe have counterteited the 
honour of good Patriots, for largely contributing towards the 
Rx:xes of their Country! How many does this Army confilt of! 
How for their ſakes 1s Blaſphemy connyed at |. Sacriledge per - 
mitted ! Hoyy for the:r encouragement ate Lyes and: brafle- 
brow'd Impauacncies invented, nay publiſhr ( nay publiſhed in 
their yery Palpits) and tolerated (if not commanded) even by 
them, who (perchance,were this quarrell ended) would throw 
the firſt oxe at them.! How many of our Learned, Religious, 
andOrthodox Divincs (who by their able Toxgues, and Pens, 
have defended and maintained the true ancient and Catholique 
Faith and vindicated the Reformed Religion from the aſperions- 
of her potent Adverſaries ). are nov plundred in their Good, 
iequettred 1n their Livings, impriſon'd in their Perſons, (1f not 
forced in thetr Conſtiences ) whileſt their Wives and poore 
Chuldren,begome their Breadare left to the mercy of theſe we 
IO OL Oe? Ne FP 1 WY OY weroiful 
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mer cifull rixnes 3 even for the AO of them, whoſe 
nedantick learning durſt never ſhew her ridiculous face before 
an eaſie Scoole-man, whoſe hvelyhoods they unwotthily uſirp, 
not diſpenſing the bread of hfe,but the darnell of giddy-headed 
farcie and ſedition abhotring the way to peace , and maligning 
thoſe that enſue 1t. 

I, but we deſire Peace, ſo we tray have Truth too. 

What meane ye by having Truth ? The preſervation of the 
o/d Truth, of the Inſtitution of a New ? 

If ye feare the a/terarioz of the Old, (having your Soveratgns 
Oath,which you dare not beleeve ) what other aſlurance can 
you have ? 

The Blood you ſhed, is cerraine; The change you feare, 1s #1 
certaine : It 1s no wiſedome to apply a de#ferate Remedy to a 

ſuſpeited difeale. 

If the enjoyment of Peace depends upou a fill aſſurance of 
Trurh. out diicords may beare an everlaſting date : God hath 
chreatned to temove his Candleſtick and our wickedneſle jult- 
ly feares it ; And lo long as we feare it, ſhall we abjure Peace, 
the bleſſed zyeanes to prevent 1r? He that feekes toſerrle Truth 
by the fivord, drafts it. ; 

Or,is it a Truth ye wa ? If fo, Is it of Doftrive, ot of Di\- 
cipline ? It of doctrine, Attuw ef de noſtra R eligione, Farewell 
our Religion.Or.is it of Dsſcip/mne?Diſcipline 1s but a Ceremo- 
»y. And did the Lord of the Sabborth difpence with a moral! 
Law,for the pteſervation of an Oxes lite,or an Aſſes, and ſhall 
we, toalter ſome fey indifferent Ceremonies ( allowed by the 
Parlaments of three pros and wiſe Princes, and the practiſe of 
many holy Martyrs, who ſealed the true Proteſtant Religion 
with their Blood(cry down peace, and ſhed the blood of many 
thouſand Chriſtians ? 

Our ſeduced Proteſtants,will have no « [et Forms of Prayer, 
but what ptoceeds immediatiy from their owne Faxcies, This. 
Is their Truth. | | 

Our Semi-ſeparatifts wil heare our Sermons, (if they like th 
Teacher) but no Divine Service. This is their Truths 

Out Separatiſts will not communicate in our Chutches, tor 
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jane"in our Congregations. That is their Truth. 


Our Anebaptiſ?s will not baptize till yeates of diſcretion and 
re-baptize. That 1s their I ruth. _— 
Our Azttmomians wil have no Repentence. This 1s their truth, 
Our Independents will have an univerſall Parity; Thus their 
Truth. | 
Good God, yhen ſhall we have Peace, if not till all theſe 
Truths meet ! 
But, Chriſt ayes; [ come not to bring Peace, but the $ word 3 
therefore,for the propavation of Peace, It 1s Jaytull ro ule the 
Sword... 
So He is termed a /{urbling block ,and does that watrarts us 


- to tumble? So,He layes, All you ſhail be offended becauſe of me ; 


and does this patromze our Ofterces? The I ay 1s good and jult:: 
Becauſe then we had not bnowae [ia but by the Law ,s1t there. 
fore layfull for us to ſi» ? God forh1 ?.. 

Our Saviour brings the Sword amcng us,as wholeſome meat 
brings ſickneſſe roa weakly ſick omrack, or phylickto a body 
abounding with Hors ; not intentionally, but occaſionally, 

Thus,by your crroneous and weake miſtakes, you make the 
Prince ef Peace, the Patrcn of your unvaturall W: re; andthe. 
God of T7#th, the preſident of your unexamined errors. 

Bur, Almighty God, the Champron of his owne Truth, and 
maintainer o7his owne Caſe, hath (to more then commonad- 
m1ration) appeared 1n this great ezterprize- 

He that delivered Iiraels fa:dfull from the hand of Pharoahs 
Hoſt,hath ſheived himſzlfin the (almoſt incredible) proceed- 
ings of this heaven-diipleaſing Warre; the brief relation wher.. 
of may more tho? heatts, that are not ſeared,or ſtone,to meir 
into a thankfull Acknowledgement of his Power,and remain as 
Monuments of his Aercy,that children (yet unborne)may ſay 
hereafter, God was here : viz, : - | 

The two Moſes of Parhamert wade firſt-agenerall ſeizure of 
ail the Armer, Ammunition, Caſtles, Forts, Magazines , and 
Ships, (being the whole viſible {trength of this unhappy King- 
dome) to whom (having now {etled the AZ:1;#ia, both by Sea 
and Land.in theirowne hands ) tides of Propoſition-go/d came 

in 
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in uponthe Publigae Faith; ory (like blood from the Liver, 
conveighed through althe veines) tfluedt o make a large ſup. 
ply af where 1t {topt a while, mountains of mathe P/xte, from 

be yalt Goblet to the fInder Thimble this Faith removed inte; 
rhcir fafe poſſeſſion: And whenthe great AL:{ch Cow beoan to 
ſlake,they preſt her Nipples an4 by hard {treyning rezew'd the 
iream-As Phy(:tians evacuate the Body, ſometimes by Yomir, 
ſometimes by Purge,lometimes by Phlebotomie,lometimes by 
ſeating,lornetimes fluxing, ſometimes diurcticall y, YET PULSE 
but the lame peccaut humous ; IQ did they,frlt by Propoſition, 
then by way of Contribution NOW by Way of Loaz, then by way 
of Sub/idre (no lefſe then 5oart one time) here by way of 4/- 
[ef] emcnt,t here by Way of T wenticth part, cen by Way of Ex- 
ciſe,one while by way of Sequeitration,then by way of P lun- 
der,bur {ill the iflue, Mony : And . to worke the berter 
vponthe Aﬀections cf the Multitue all this for the behoofe of 
King, aud Parliament , tor the pretended defence of (Go 
knowes what) Religion; Iniomuch that men came in like Swar... 
z:cs tothe next Tree, or rather ike treacherous Decoys, with. 
cheirirnocent Multitude,into the Net , and Horſ#s without 
Number. 

Thus were they ſupplyed with all neceſlaries, which the Arm 
of fieſp could provide tor the waging of an zzzco:quecrablewarre, 
rvherecn the Mony already expended , makes no lefie ficures . 
then 17 Mas Ster.befides the Revernes of theK;no Quzen, 
Prirce, Dec of York . and the whole Eſtates ot all ſuch as rake - 
up Arms aoa:n{t them, beſides free Quarter, and Souldiers yer 
urpayd. His Majelty,on the other {ide,driven away with a few 
Attendants.nat having among tnem ſo many Swerds & piſtols, 
as theſe had Cannons,wanting both Money, Horſes, and Ammu-- 
nitica only what he received from the piety of ome belecving 
SuHjects, (whole eares were Pamphlcrt<proofe againlt all defa.. 
watiors.and ſcandals calt upon ſacred Majeſty) finding ſlender + 
Provifienin his ows Domintons; & that ftopt or ſeized, which 
came from forreigne patts; No Shipping, bur whar he purchalt 
wih the precious and extreame hazard of his few (but: valiant) 
Subjects;No Arms but what he gamed by the couragions ven... 
ture of his owne neglected /ife, the ſubject of our contimnall 

G3: Prayers... 
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Prayers. Yet, hath Godcovered his head in the day of battaile, 
and ble(t him with fuch ſuccefle, that He 1s(by the Divine Pro- 
vidence) become a great Maſter of the Field and almolt able to 
maintaine fight with his owne Shrps at Sea. | 
The God of Heaven bleſſe him ,and pro#þer him, and make his 
dayes as the dayes of Heaven , that being here the Faiths de. 
fender he may. ſtill be defended b the objett of that Faith. 
' Nor is the providentiall hand of God more vihible in prosÞe. 
ring him then in puniſhing his Enernies, whoſe rumes may re. 
maile, as Sea-markes tous, and Pyramids of Gods Power, 
whereofa touch. 
Sir John Hotham, then Goverhour of Hull,who firlt defyed 
and dared his Soveraigne to his face , what 1s become of him ? 
How ftands he a Mark betwixt rwo dangers, having nothing 


. . % vo 
left lim, bur gzz/r enough to take hum capable of a de$þerate 


Fortune ? 

Maſter Hampdcn, that fir't waged Law,& then ar acainſt 
lis own natural Prince hath ror he (fince theſe unhappy trou- 
bles began )bin firſt puniſhed ++*t!3 rhe lofle of children, nay vi- 
hted to the third Generation, to 14 1veakning, (1t not ruining) 
of his Family,& then with the loſe ot his own /ife, inthe ſame 
place where he firlt tooke up armes againtt his gracious Sowe- 
raign? was 1t nor remarkeable that the Lord ZBrook,Wwho fo often 
excepted againlt that clauſe inthe Lyturgie, (From ſudden death 
good-Lord deirver 15) was {laine fo ſuddenly? who was fo ſevere 
an enemy againſt Peace ſhould periſh in the ſame Warye, he ſo 
encouraged? Who,ſo bitterly inveighed againſt Epiſcopal Go. 
yernmert,ſhould be fo ſhot dead out of a Cathedrall Church ? 
who labouring to pur out the /eft eye of eſtabliſh Govern- 
ment, tus /eft eye, and /ife were both put out together ? 

How 15 Duke Hamilton ({carce warme in his new Honour) 
raken 1n his owne ſnare, having entaugled his Lord and Maſter 
 1n ſo many inconveniences ? 

How 1s Holland,whoſe livelyhood was created by his Sove- 
raigns favorrs,branded with a doxble treachery,and like a Shit 
#leoeck fallen at the firſt rerarue , and icarce able to raiſe him. 
ielte by a lorry Declaration ? 
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Is not B riſtoll Fines (who at his Counce!l of War condemned 
and execured innocent blood) himlelte condemned, (pleading 
Innocence) at a Coxncel! of War, trom the mouth of his OWwng 
Generatl, though finding (perchance) more Aercy then he ei- 
ther deſerved, OT ſhewcd : ? But that blood that cryed to him | 
tor ercy,vvlll Crie LO Heaven for Vengeance. 

And are not many more ripe for the ſame Judgement whole 
notorious Crimes have branded them for their reſpe&tive Pu. 
aiſhments ? 

How many of thoſe blood preaching Mimlters have died ex- 
peQtorating Blood ? wiullt cthers,at this time labouring under 
the ſame Diſeaſe, can find no AIt to pr oml'e a Recoverne: All 
whom 1 leave to poſſible Repertance and paſle over. 

Cromwell that profelt Fa of Churches, (witneſle Perez - 
boxouoh, and Lincolne, SeC+) and Ritler of the LAonuments of 


_ rhe dead, whoſe prophane Troopers (it Fame has nor forgor to 


ipeaka Truth) watered their Horles at the Fort ,and fed them 
at rhe Holy T able, that Cromwell. 

Sandes whoſe facrilegious Troopers commitred fach barba- 
70145 Infolencles, with his (at leaſt) conmyance,in the Church 
of Canterbury, and -uled {uch inhumane rortures on rke render 
brefts of women, to force confeſſion of their hidden goods, che 
eolden fubjets of their Robberie 3 

Whar can the firſt expe&, and what reward the other hath 
found, I neither propheſi e NOT jadge. If theſe, and fach as they, 
doe fight for the Reformed Religion, God deliver every good 
man both from ther, and # - C "urſed be their wrath for it 79 
fierce, and their anger, for it is cruell. 

Theſe (and of fach many) are they, that whullt they pretend 
a Reformarion,need firſt to be reformed. 

Nor doe Lin taxing this Army of ſuch impious barbariſms , 
excuſe or rather not condemne the other;whereofna queſtion, 
£00 great a number are as equally prophane; whulſt all rogether 
make up one body of wickednefle, to bring a rune on chis mi. 

ſerable Kingdome ; for whoſe - impieries His Majeſtic hath ſo 
often [ fered, 
1,bur his Majefties Army (beſides thoſe looſer forts of people): 
confifts of nnmerox, Papiſts, the utter enenues of true Re/; 7s 
© 


Af. 
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To whom the King hath fivorne his proteo#,trom thoſe he 
may require aſſiſtance ; | 

Bur, unto all his people as well Papi/?s as Proteſtarts,he hath 
Kyorne his Protettion ; therefore from all his ſubjects, as well 
P apiſts as Proteſtants,he may require af/iſf ance. 

Neither does he call in Pas, as Papitis, to mairrain Reli- 
oion (as himſelfe hath often maniteſted) bur as ſubjeQs to /#6- 
dne,or at lealt qualihe Sedition. 

The ayd of rhe ſubjects either in his perſo7 or 1n 1s prerſe; 
both are requireable ro the ſerv:ce of a SOveralone. 

Put caſe his Majeſty ſhould nſe the affiſtance of zoe but 
Proteſtants ; Fell me, would ye not be apt to cavlll that he js 


fxrvorrable tothe Papilts ; neither willing ro endanoer their 


perſons, nor endamage their perſes ; Or, at leaſt, thar rhey are 
refery'd for a laſt blow ? : 

Or, in caſe Papilts ſhould largely u»der-write to your Pro. 
poſitions, knd 1n Horſes, Armes,or other Proviſions,would you 
Not accept It ; and for its ſake,the1r per ſors too ? 

Are you o {tr1ct in your Preparations, as to catechize every 
ſouldier ? Or,to examine fuit every Officers Religien? Or, ha- 
ving the profler of a good Popiſh,or debaucht Commander, tell 
me, ſhould he be denyed his Commiſſio:: ? 

Remember Sir Arthur Aſhron, hom His Majelty entertains 
by your Example. 

Theſe things indrfterently contidered, it will manifeſtly ap. 
pcare,that the hone(t-minded vuloat are meerly ſeduced,under 
the colour of piety to be ſo impious,as by poyſoving every acti - 
on of rhe1r lawfbll Prince, to folter their ;mzp/zcite Rebellion. = 

Bur,in caſe, your ſide ſhould profper,and prevail,what then? 
would then our Aiſeries be at an end ? Reaſon tells us, No ; 
God keeps us from the experience: Think you,that Government 
(whether neyy,or reformed) which is ſer up by the ſword muſt 
not be maintained by the ford? And how can Peace and Pler- 
te be conſiſtent with perpetuall Garriſons, which muſt be main. 
ramed with a perperuall charge ? belides the continull excur-. 
hons, and comuyd-at injuries committed by Sex/diers, judge 
YOu. 


Or, 
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Or,put the caſe, this neceſſary Conſequerce coula be avoided, 
think youthe ambition of ſome ew States-men, accultomed to 
ſich Arbitrary, and zeceſſztated power,on the one ſide, and there- 
maining loyaltie of His Majeſties di/-mnherited Subjedts, watch- 
ing all opportunitics to right their injm'd Soveraigne, and them- 
ſelves,on the other ſide, would not raile perpetuall rezpe{ts 1n this 
Kingdome ? | = | 
- Or, it ſuchan (almoſt) unpreventable evil ſhould not enſue, 
think yoo , ſuch ſwarmes of Settaries fweat for notiing? Are 
their purſcs ſo apt to blved tonoend ? Will not their coſts, and 
paines expect, atleaſt, a congratmlatory Connivance inthe free- 
_ dome of their coniciences ? Or, will their ſwords, now 1n the 
ſirong polleflion of ſo great a multitude, know the way into their 
quiet /cabberds, without the expected /iberty of their Religions ? 
And,caii that liberty produce any thing but an eſtabliſht diſorder ? 
And, is not Diſorder the mother of Anarchie ? and, that, of 
Rume * | lies 
Open then your eyes, cloſed with crafle, and wiltull bliadnes, 
and conſider, and prevent that, which your continued d;obedience 
willunavoidably repent,too. late. 
But,the truth is,They are all Papss, by your Brand, that com- 
ply not, 1nthis ation with you : Admit it were ſo ; Are not Pa- 
7i/ts as tolcrablefor His Majeſtic, as Anabaptiſts, Browniſts, Se- 
paratiſts, Atheiſts, Antinomians, Turks ; and, indeed, all Religi- 
ons, and Fattions, nay Papiſtstoofor His Subjets 3 Theſe, of His 
Majeſties fide, come frecly, out of their Altegeance, as Subjzs : 
Yours, are- preach'd in, comming out of obſtinacic, as Rebels: 
They, at their owne charges, proportionable to their Abilities ; 
Theſe, like 1udas, ſelling their Soveraignes B /ood for i! payd wa- 
ges: Yet, both fides pretend a 2zarrell tor the true Proteſtant 
Religion. | 
Good God ! What a worffrom; Religionis this , that ſeeks pro= 
teftion from the i-zplacable oppelition of her two Champions | 
His Majeſty proteſts to maintain it : The two Houſes proreft to 
maintain 1t : O,for an Oedipxs to reade this Riddle | 
His Majeſty addes one Clazſe more, wherein if the other Party 
would agree;the work would be at an exd, whichis, 
oe Joo According 
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According to the eſtablifot Conſtitutions, by Oath taken by him, 
at his Coronation ; And there, the two Hoxſes leave him, con- 
tending for a,yet,vndeterminea alteration. 

And, for my part, I dare not conceive ſuch evill of the Lords 
Anointed, ar:d my gracious Soveraigne, as to feare him perjur'd, 

Hath not His Majeſty, in the pre/ence of that God, by whom he 
rejznes, Imprecat.d the Czr/e of Heaven on him and tis Royall 
Pofterity, (Sub Sigillo ſacramenta too) if He, to his utmoſt, 
- maintaine not the True Proteftant Religion, exerciſed in that 
bleſſed 2 ucenes dayes, and propagated by the bloodot ſo many 
glorious Martyrs (at which time God bleſt this Iflandin fo high 
a meaſure) if he preſerve not the jult Privileages of Parliament, 
andthe Liberty of the Swubjeet ? - 


y fo promiſe the ſevere execution 


\ 


- Nay,more, did not his .Majz(t 


of the Statute againlt all Recyſants, that if he fuled, he defired not 
the ayde of his good Subjects? 

What inferiour Perſon would net think his Reputation wrong- 
ed, not to take up confidence upon ſuch terrible termes ? What 
notorious evil hath his Majeſty perpetrated to quench the ſpar- 
kles of a Common Charity ? 

Conſider, O, Conſider; He afts his part before the King of 


Kings,whoſe eye is more eſpecially upon Him ; Heads his part 
before his felow Princes, to whom he hath declared this his 1n- 
precation. He ads his part before his Subjelts, whoſe ſtricter 
hand weighs his pious words with too #zequall Balances. 

Were he the ackyowledger of no God, yet the Princes of the 
earth, (if guilty of ſuch a Perj#ury) would abhorre him. Or, were 
all the Princes of theearth, blind, deafe, or partiall, would not he 
think his Crown a b4rthen to be worne upon his perj#rd brow 
before his own abuſed people? Or, (having renounced his Sub- 
jed&s ayde, upon hisfay/e ) could he expect that loyalty, which 
now he wants upon a meere ſ#ſpitzon ? 

Bur,He is a Prince, whom God hath crowned with graces 4- 
bove bu fellowes ; A Prince, whom, for his Piety, few Ages could 
parrallel. 

What /:ces of the times have branded his Repnte ? His Youth, 
high diet, ſtrength of body, and Soveraigne Power might have 
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enclind, and warpt him to luxurious vanitie, as well 8s other 
Monarchs, whoſe effet:inaries have encrv'd the {trength of their 
declining Kingdoms ; How many would have held ir a Prefer- 
ment to be Attorny to His Royall Luit, or Secretary to His Boſome 
Sinne # Yet, he re.naines,a preſident of unblemiſht Chaſtity, 

He might have pleaſd and pamperd up his wanton Palate 
with the choice of curious Fes, to lighten Cares, which wait 
npon the Regall Dzademe ; Yet, he continues the patterne of a 
chaſt Sobriety : He might have magaifyed his Aercie, and ſold 
his Juſtice, to reward a Service, in pardoning offences, (commit- 
ted by thoſe of zeare relation) yet, He abides the example of in- 
exorable ultice. | 

Theſe and many other eminent Graces, and illuſtrious Virtwes 
can claime no Birth from Fleſh and Blood, eſpecially, in thoſe, 
ahoſe pupillages are ſtrangers to Correction ; Nor, is it ſafe Di- 
vinity , to acknowledge ſuch high Gfrs, from any hand, but 
Heaven : 

Which, being ſo, my Conſcience, and Religion tells me, that 
Almighty Goa, (who 1s all perfeQtion ) will not leave a work 
ſo forward,ſo imperfed ; but, will,ftrom day to day,ſtill adge and 
adde to his tranſcendent virewes, till he appeare the Glory of the 
World ; and, after many yeares, be crowned in the World of 

Glorie, 


Martial. lib. 8.Ep,66, 
Rerum prima ſalns, & nna Caſar. 
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Poſt-ſcript to the Reader. 


Ow thou haſt heard the Harmony of Scriptures, without 
Corruption, and the Language of Reaſon, without So- 
philtry. : 

Thou haſt not only heard Divine Precepts,: but thoſe Precepts 
backt with holy Examples, Neither thoſe out of the Old Tefta- 
ment alone, but likewiſe out of the New. Being now, no Mat= 
ter {ft for thy Exceptions, prevaricate no longer with thy own 
foul : And, in the feare of Ged, I now adjure thee, once again, as 
thou wilt anſwer before the Tribunall at the dreadfull and ter- 
ridle day, that thou faithiull examine, and ponder the plaine 
Texts which thou haſt read,. 2nd yeelding due obedience to them, 
ſtop thine eares agaiſt all ſiniſter expoſitions, and remember, 
that hiſtericall Scripture will admit no allegoricall interpretati- 
ons. If any thing, in tius Treatiſe, ſhall deſervethy Anſwer, do 
it punctually, breifely, plainly, and with meeknes; 1f, by dire& 
Scripture, thou canſt (without wreſting) refute my Error, thou 
ſhalt reforme,znd ſave thy Brother ; If not, recant thine, and hold 


it no diſhonor, to take that ſhame to thy ſelf, which brings 
{1ory to thy God. 


1 S. PET 3.15. 


Ze aiwayes ready to give an anſwer to every one that asketh 
108 areaſoy with mecknes and feare, Nr ro rt Corres 


- _—_ 


FFNFS. 


ESESSESSSESISSSSCSESES SED anER Da 


